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1.  Introduction  
 
FSARG's first two years, 2005-6, were spent working in the Tanners Street and Lower West Street area, 
hunting the Saxons.1  After several years investigating topics in Abbey Street and then in Ospringe, we 
returned to the other side of the valley, looking in detail at the Davington Plateau in 20102, 20113 and 
20124 (Brent Hill). These investigations have yielded abundant archaeological finds, from Mesolithic tools 
to a medieval manor to Roman and Saxon pottery. 
 
In 2015, after a sojourn in Preston next Faversham5, we returned for a single two-week season to try and 
fill the gap between the findings on the Davington Plateau and those in Tanners and Lower West Street.   
It seemed to us that the Stonebridge Crossing of the Westbrook has been a focus for human settlement 
and movement for a very long time indeed - we have evidence from the area going back 14,000 years.  
This season was an attempt to increase our understanding of the area immediately adjacent to the 
crossing. 
 
The two sites offered on the south side of Dark Hill were very welcome indeed. Research has suggested 
that this side of Dark Hill has not been used by people, for buildings or agriculture, until recent times, for 
a variety of reasons (see below). Admittedly the modern (1960s) houses are set into the hillside, 
therefore presumably causing digging into and displacement of soil but the upper stretches of these 
gardens looked promisingly undisturbed. This area was also not disturbed by the road widening on the 
top of the hill in the 1960s. 
 
 
2.  Geographical and historical background 
 
a) Geography 
 
Fig 1, a recently taken aerial view using the remarkable LIDAR technique shows more clearly than any 
other resource the striking and unusual geography of this area. The Davington Plateau, flat topped and 
steep sided to the south, east and west, reaches a maximum height of 18.6m and slopes gradually down 
to the north. Dark Hill cuts a deep slice through the 'waist' of this figure of eight. The Westbrook, a chalk 
spring fed stream, runs swiftly between the steep western slope and a slightly lower headland on the 
other side, although its flow since the 1960s is much reduced through human intervention. 
 
The two Dark Hill pits are the uppermost ones shown on the LIDAR map, deep in the digital 'shade'. 
 
 
b) Geology 
 
The match between the LIDAR and the geology map, Fig 2, is, I think, quite startlingly perfect. Even the 
drift geology (deposits such as Head gravels and brickearth, deposited under the cold conditions of the 
recent Ice Ages) that often obscures the solid geology in Kent is neatly laid out here as caps on the 
Plateau (gravel), the eastern side of the valley the lower west (brickearth, nowadays mostly removed by 
the brick industry).6 
 
The Westbrook valley itself is floored with alluvium, forming a narrow flood plain. At the beginning of the 
early Mesolithic period, around 9,000 years ago, sea level was far lower than it is nowadays, rising very 
rapidly as the icecaps melted. This eased about  5,000 BC. At this time the prehistoric Westbrook must 
been very powerful, cutting its way down towards sea level and carving a much deeper valley than we 
see nowadays. As sea level rose and the land subsided, the valley silted up considerably. Although we 
have plenty of evidence for Mesolithic settlement from up on the Plateau, we are unlikely to see what 

 
1 FSARG website www.community-archaeology.org.uk / Hunt the Saxons HSX05 & HSX06 
2 FSARG  website op.cit. Davington Mysteries   DVN10 
3 FSARG website  op.cit. Davington Mysteries   DVN11 
4 FSARG website  op.cit.  Davington Mysteries  DVN12  
5 FSARG website op.cit   A most peculiar parish  PSN13, PSN14, PSN15  
6     See Twist, S  1995 Stock Bricks of Swale   Sittingbourne Society, Sittingbourne, Kent  
     also Percival A , c 1980   Faversham Extractive Industries map, unpublished 
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was happening by the Mesolithic Westbrook - that is buried deep under the alluvium and well under sea 
level nowadays. 
 
 
 
Fig 1: LIDAR7 map of 
the Stonebridge 
Crossing (X) area.  
Red squares are 
sites of excavations 
as part of SBC15. 
 
Sunlight is shown as 
coming from the 
north west - 
impossible in real 
life but anything is 
possible in the 
digital age! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Fig 2: The geology map of the area 
shown in Fig 1.8 
 
Key: 
 

Orange: Head Gravels 
Bright yellow:   Head Brickearth 
Blue: Thanet Sands 
Light Green:      Upper Chalk 
Cream: Alluvium 

 
c) Known historical background 
 
The lack of human activity on the south side of Dark Hill until the building of the present houses in the 
late 1960s has already been mentioned. This small area, however, was sandwiched between two very 
different kinds of human activity. 
 
Immediately to the north, along the crest of the hill, was a large manorial complex, investigating this 'lost 
manor' being the main focus for our work in 2010.9  The medieval house had been renovated (as is 

 
7 LIDAR map obtained from the Ministry of the Environment, 2014.  
8 British Geological Survey  England and Wales Sheet 273: Faversham:  Solid and Drift  Edition 
9   FSARG website op.cit. Davington Mysteries DVN10 
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common in these parts) in the 16th century with brick and pantiles but substantial parts of the medieval 
house remain above ground to this day.10  It was demolished around 1650 - 60, but the site continued as 
a farm until the 1960s. Around 1900, the farmhouse, formerly the farm bailiff's house, was bought by 
newcomers who proceeded to turn it into a pseudo manor house, with Tudor style chimneys etc. This 
building was finally demolished in the late 1960s, with the medieval barn being dismantled, sold and 
moved to Edenbridge. 
 

 

 
 
Fig 3: A view from 
Stonebridge Ponds to the 
North West, around 1960.  
On the hill can be seen the 
barn, an oast and the 
'tarted up' farm house 
Davington Court (note the 
impressive chimneys). 
 
Our areas of interest for 
2015 lay on the slope in 
between the pond and the 
farm complex. 
 
Photograph from the 
Arthur Percival collection. 
 

 
The other side of the 'sandwich' has already been seen in Fig 3. Stonebridge Ponds are a picturesque 
relic of a major gunpowder industry that flourished in the Faversham area from the mid 16th century to 
1933, when it finally shut down and moved to Ardeer in Scotland. The original works, the Home Works, 
stretched up the Westbrook valley as far as Ospringe.11  The FSARG paper on St Ann's, a non intrusive 
survey of the area, is a useful summary.12  For the moment, the exposure of  the eastern slopes of the 
Plateau to the frequent blasts, plus the smell and noise of the industry, are probably the reasons why the 
original Davington Manor was abandoned and why the area of interest was not used for anything in 
recorded times. 
 
The story does not end here by any means. Just across the Crossing, evidence for Saxon and Roman 
activity has been found on the chalk headland nowadays occupied by the Bull pub (a late medieval 
building).13  Roman cremations have also been found on the north east side of the Stonebridge ponds.14  
As for the prehistoric, there is so much evidence for activity up on the Plateau itself that it is beginning to 
look like a continuously occupied island. All this feeds into the idea that for Faversham, Roman Watling 

 
10 FSARG website op.cit, especially Report for KP76 
11  Percival, A.J.  1986   The Faversham Gunpowder Industry and its Development 3rd Edition (augmented).       Faversham 
Papers No 4.   The Faversham Society: Faversham 
12 FSARG website op.cit  2012  A report on the non invasive survey of St Ann's, Faversham   
13 FSARG website op.cit  Hunt the Saxons TPs 1 and 9    
14 KCC HER  Romano British Cremation cemetery TR 06 SW 5  
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Street, to the south, was a late-comer - we call it the Roman by pass - and that the East Street - West 
Street axis is the ancient way, crossing the heads of the creeks along the north Kent coast.15 
 
With this in mind, it is tempting to see Dark Hill as part of this ancient road. There is, however, quite 
strong evidence that in the Late Bronze / early Iron age (around 1000- 600BC) a route way crossed the 
Davington Plateau from North West to South East, going on presumably to run down the slope at the 
South East corner.16  Unfortunately for archaeologists, the valley at this point has been drastically 
affected by the gunpowder industry - even the sides of the plateau have been altered by the building of a 
leat (which still runs) coming across from the willow beds. 
 
With all this, it is pretty obvious why the opportunity to investigate a couple of places with, apparently, 
minimal intervention seemed like a very good idea! 

 

 
Fig 4: Dark Hill in 1909 (see Fig 5b for a 1940 view). 

 
3.  Locations of pits 
 
In both cases, locations were chosen in the part of the garden that seemed least likely to have been 
disturbed during the house building processes and any other garden events e.g. terracing. With KP133 
at No. 3 Dark Hill, this location was on a 'ledge' about half way up the garden. With No. 7, KP134, the 
rear third of the garden was level with the plateau surface so a small area of long-term lawn at that end 
was chosen. These locations are shown on the Google aerial photo Fig 5a.  Fig 5b gives a fascinating 
glimpse of what it was like 75 years ago (the question about the circular shapes is a genuine one)! 
 
 
4.  The procedures 
 
KP134, at No. 7 Dark Hill was dug first. 
 
For KP134, a 1m square was pegged out using the planning square and the area delineated marked 
with string. For KP133 the size was 1m by 0.5m. The positions of the pits were recorded by measuring to 
mapped corners of the house. Turf was removed carefully from the delimited areas, rolled and set aside 

 
15 FSARG Website op.cit   Special papers:  2015 Deconstructing and Reconstructing Watling Street 
16 FSARG website op.cit.  See georesistivity map in Reports for OA 86 and others for the Davington Priory   Cricket ground.  
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in plastic bags. The pits were then hand excavated using single contexts, each of which was fully 
recorded. The keyholes were excavated to the maximum safety depth of 1.35m for KP134, and 0.65m 
for KP133. All excavated soil was sieved meticulously, and the spoil heaps scanned using a metal 
detector. Finds were set aside for each context and special finds were given three dimensional 
coordinates to pinpoint the exact find spot. Any features revealed were carefully recorded. Finally, the 
spoil was put back in, tamped down, watered and the turf replaced. for each pit. 
 
Fig 5a: Dark Hill in 2015, showing locations of the two excavations. 
 

 
 
Fig 5b: The same area in 1940. The red circle encloses the medieval remains. Any ideas about 
those circular marks on the slopes? 
 

 
 

Images courtesy of Google Earth 
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5.  The findings  
 
a) No. 7 Dark Hill: KP134 
 
KP134 reached a maximum depth of 1.65m in the north corner in a small sondage sunk into the lowest 
level. This revealed a greenish grey, sandy and pebbly layer, identified as the underlying Thanet Sands, 
labelled as context [10]. Only a tiny glimpse was obtained but there seemed to be no evidence of human 
activity in it. Above this, between 1m and 1.15m was a layer [9] of yellowish brickearth type clay, with few 
artefacts. These layers were not fully excavated but may have sloped upwards towards the north facing 
side of the pit. 
 
Above this, contexts [7], [8], [6], [4] and [5] were rubble dump deposits, containing large amounts of 
brick, tile, and mortared flints. Mortar and plaster and at least one large piece of dressed stone (possibly 
sarsen). The section in Fig 8 shows the relationship between these deposits, with [7] possibly the first, 
following the slope of the hill and each of the later ones coming on top of it, first of all [8], then [6] then [4] 
then [5], the last two being used to level up this part of the slope. 
 
The matrix with these various deposits, which almost certainly came from the same demolition event, 
varied with [7] having a darker soil and [8] having a more clayey one with less actual rubble. The 
uppermost contexts were layers that stretched across the pit and seemed to relate to the garden phase 
of this spot, with [3] being a well sorted garden soil with relatively small amounts of building material, 
coal and glass. [2] was similar but ashier. When the houses were first built they would have used coal in 
boilers, as was the case nearby in Stephens Close with houses of similar age, so this is presumably 
where the ash has come from. 
 
The section shown in Fig 8 has been very helpful in reconstructing the sequence of events in this pit - 
see the Harris Matrix in Appendix 1 but  the finds distribution, apart from the building materials, poses 
harder questions. 
 
The pottery, although small in number of sherds, shows an astonishingly wide range of dates of origin.  
Even context [2], the topsoil, contained a couple of sherds of prehistoric and Roman pottery, with Roman 
period pot also found in [4], [6] [7] and [9]. Context [2] also contained single sherds of Late Saxon, Early 
Medieval, Medieval and Late Medieval - all much abraded. Only [4] contained any appreciable quantity 
of 19th century pot, with none in [5], [7], [8] and [9]. [9] had no pot later than medieval. Glass was found 
as far down as [8] in minute amounts, with equally tiny pieces of clay pipe stem down as far as [9]. 
 
The worked flints distribution was also a puzzle. Thirteen finished flint tools were found - details can be 
found in Appendix 3. They came from contexts the topsoil [2], rubble dumps [4] and [6]  and the 
underlying brickearth layer [8]. Heat stressed flints were found in all contexts except for [8], with the 
largest amount by far in [9]. 
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Fig 6: KP134 showing contexts [7] and [8] looking north. 

 
 

 
Fig 7: KP134 showing sondage down into context [9], looking south. 
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Fig 8: Scale section for the west (east facing) side. 
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b)  No. 3 Dark Hill: KP133 
 
This pit was located further down the hill. 
 
The immediate question was about whether or not this garden had been used to dump demolition rubble, 
as in the case of KP134. A smaller pit was excavated only to a depth of 65cm as the lowest context [5] 
seemed to be natural brickearth with few finds apart from waste flakes, and some much abraded sherds 
of medieval pottery. 
 

 
 

Fig 9: End of excavation KP133. 
  

Above [5] was a layer [4] of large flints and broken brick and tile that looked very much like a rough 
surface rather than a dump. This ended abruptly at the eastern end of the pit but seemed to continue 
westwards. Above [4], between 15cm and 45cm down  was a garden soil layer [3], well sorted and with 
small artefactual fragments. [3] yielded a lovely Mesolithic fabricator and five pieces of slender broken 
blades. [3] also yielded an unusually wide range of pottery types, as in context [2] in KP134, ranging in 
date through prehistoric, Roman, late Saxon, Early Medieval, Medieval and Late Medieval. 
 
The uppermost contexts [2] and [1] (turf), down to 15cm contained very few finds, but Laurence, the 
householder had found two lovely worked flints elsewhere in the garden on the surface. One was a 
chopper, probably Late Bronze Age in date, but the other was one of those extremely well made and 
cunning multipurpose tools we have seen before on Davington Hill - a combined side scraper, end 
scraper, awl and knife. These tools are non standard and hard to date, but the dark flint used for it 
suggests Neolithic. 
 
Two small finds were identified, neither of them helpful for dating layers. Details of these are given in 
Appendix 2. 
 
 
 
6.  Interpretation 
 
Firstly, the source of the demolition material is easily explained. KP134 was within a few metres of the 
former Davington Manor complex. Of the three major demolition phases that we know of (the 16th 
century conversion to brick and staircases, the 17th century demolition of the manor and the 20th century 
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demolition of the farm complex)17 it is the almost recent one that has supplied this great range of 
materials. Study of the bricks shows a range in type from soft orangey red (17th - 18th centuries) to hard 
darker red (19th - 20th centuries). Plenty of peg tile was found, but also a small quantity of slate. The flints 
found in the dump deposits were mostly mortared flint, used in walls. The large flints and crushed CBM 
in the possible surface [4] in KP133 are probably salvaged from this dump but, apart from that, the lower 
slope seems to have escaped the demolition dumping. 
 
The deeper deposits in both pits were the kind of brickearth type soils with a sprinkling of midden scatter 
(medieval) and waste flakes / pot boilers that we have come to expect in relatively undisturbed pre 16th 
century deposits in the Faversham. 
 
The unexpected, though, was that range of early materials in the layers above the demolition, if the 
demolition dumps are dated to the mid 1960s and the demolition of Davington Court and its outbuildings.  
The probable explanation can be arrived at when the building dates for the houses are remembered (late 
60s, early 70s) and the fact that they are set into the hillside. This insetting would have created spoil, 
which would almost certainly have been cast up to the upper slopes of the garden to level them and (in 
the case of No. 7) to cover the demolition dump. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 10: Surface finds from the garden of No. 3 
Dark Hill. Chopper to left, multipurpose tool to 
right. 

  
 

An action like this results in an inversion of the 'normal' archaeological date order of artefacts, with the 
most recent material going firstly into the new deposit and the archaeologically earliest material, dug up 
last of all, being dumped on top. Thus, the usual archaeological order of deepest layer = oldest material 
is completely inverted. The uppermost (oldest material) layer then becomes mixed with modern material, 
with the kind of eclectic results we have seen on Dark Hill. In this way, flint tools become surface finds 
even in an unploughed garden. 
 
 
7.  Final comments 
 
So much for our assumption that these two Dark Hill plots would be 'relatively undisturbed' - we should 
have known better than to expect such a straightforward situation in Faversham! It does, however, 
illustrate vey well the exceptionally long periods of settlement that we are identifying in this area - from 
the Mesolithic through to the impact of 1960s dumping and building. 
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17 See FSARG website  op.cit  DVN10, in particular reports for KP76 and KP74 
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Team work to create a shadow - Laurence, Heather, Keith, Lizzie. 
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Appendix 1: 
Harris Matrices For KP133 and KP134 

 
 
 

KP133 
 

KP134 
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Appendix 2: 
Small finds for KP134 

 
  
Context 

No. 
Small 

Finds No. Simple Name Material Count Weight Written Description Dimensions Date 
Earliest Latest 

02 7 Sheet Music 
holder 

Plastic 2 2.59g Blue plastic lyre shaped sheet music holder, often fastened to 
instruments (brass and silver bands), similar to metal ones. 

37.9mm x 
47.3mm 

1950 ? 1970 ? 

03 8 Piece of slate 
pencil 

Slate 1 2.1g Piece of slate pencil, slightly worn as writing end is rounded 
not pointed 

Length 39.3 Width 
4.8 

1800 1920 
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Appendix 3: 
Flints from KP133 and 134 

 
 
 
Flints from KP133 
 

Catalogue 
No. 

Context Type Period 

867 surface End and side scraper / burin / knife Neolithic 

868 surface Chopper Late Bronze Age 

869 3 Fabricator Mesolithic 

870 3 5 Blade fragments Mesolithic 

 
 
 
 
 
Flints from KP134 
 

Catalogue 
No. 

Context Type Period 

851 2 tanged arrowhead Neolithic 

852 2 core Mesolithic? Early Neolithic? 

855 2 awl/scraper Late Bronze Age / Early Iron Age 

856 2 tranchet sharpening slice? Mesolithic 

857 4 polished block/ fragment ?? 

858 4 dihedral burin Early Neolithic 

859 4 arrowhead Early Neolithic 

860 7 thumbnail scraper Early Neolithic 

861 7 arrowhead Early Neolithic 

862 7 Tip of axe or dagger Neolithic 

863 7 awl/scraper Early Neolithic 

864 8 2 arrowheads, 1 broken Early Neolithic 

 


