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To thine Hill, aged Davington, let me retreat 
 here the Sea's lucid waves spread their flow'r cover'd feet,  
 Where the lapwing delights as he flits o'er the Thorn 
 And the spires of Faversham richly adorn' 
 
 TN  
 3rd September 17991 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The walls of Brent Hill  
 
 
 

 
1Anon,  supplied by Arthur Percival 
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1.  Introduction 
 
This investigation took place in 2012, with a two-week field period in July 2012. The aim was to follow 
through on 20102, 20113 and Easter 20124 findings to the south, on the Davington plateau. In particular, 
the main aim was to check for prehistoric activity, for which abundant evidence had been found, 
especially on Davington Cricket Ground in OA86.5 
 
There was, however, an important second aim to do with finding evidence for medieval activity, for which 
no evidence was found in all of the Davington Cricket ground excavations or in the metal detecting 
survey of Davington Priory's grounds.6  Given the unarguable medieval status of the Priory buildings and 
the presence just to the south of a medieval manorial site, Davington Manor, with relatively abundant 
medieval finds on the original site7, this wider absence of medieval material was surprising. We were 
interested to see whether this absence would be repeated to the north of the Priory. 
 
Thirdly, a less optimistic aim was to keep eyes open for any evidence for Romano-British activity. The 
cremation urn finds of 1770, northwards and down the hill8, suggest a very definite settlement nearby 
and a road - but the location of the urn finds is uncertain and the degree of disturbance in that area from 
industrial developments so great that we were not particularly hopeful. 
 
Finally, evidence for all other activity would be examined to give a chronological contextual sequence for 
activity in this tucked away area, liminal to two parishes. 
 
 
2.  Geographical and Historical background 
 
a) Geography 
 
Geographically, this small area lies to the north of the Davington Plateau. The Plateau drops steeply to 
the south, east (to the Westbrook valley) and the west. The slope to the north is much more gradual.  
The maximum height above sea level is 15.9m for the whole Plateau and 13.8m for Brent Hill itself.  
Brent Hill runs downwards around the scooped-out Stonebridge Pond, then relatively steeply down 
northwards and finally, as Brent Road, runs parallel to tidal Faversham Creek at close to sea level. 
 
b) Geology 
 
Geologically and structurally, the tilted south facing block is made of Upper Chalk. To the south, chalk is 
very close to the surface and covered only by a thin layer of Thanet Sands, themselves capped with 
much later Head Gravels. As the Chalk / Thanet Sands block dips downwards to the north, it runs under 
increasing amounts of Head Gravels and, at the lower levels, Head Brickearth. Just to the north, it all 
disappears under recent alluvium, nowadays drained marsh.9  Both gravel and brickearth deposits have 
been subject to large scale extraction in the Faversham area, a practice which has to be very much 
taken into account when investigating the archaeology.  See Fig 2 for geology. 
 
c) Known development  
 
Every single building on the west side of Brent Hill (10 residences including the site of now demolished 
Sycamore Lodge) is listed as of historical importance on the Kent HER10 except for the block of buildings 
that comprise BMM Weston Works at the foot of the Hill. No fewer than five stretches of wall are also  

 
2 FSARG website www.community-archaeology.org.uk,  The Davington Mysteries, Reports 66, 67, 68, 70,  71 a and b,  74, 
74A, 76, 78, 79, 80, 86  
3 op cit reports 73, 74A ext  
4 op. cit OA86   
5 op cit OA86  
6 op cit Report 79  on Davington Priory  
7 op cit Reports 71 a and b, 74  
8 KCC Historic Environment Record (HER)   TR 0133 6171    
9  British Geological Survey  England and Wales Sheet 273: Faversham:  Solid and Drift  Edition  
10  KCC HER  general  website  
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listed, along with gate piers. Every listing concludes with the statement that 'all the listed buildings in 
Brent Hill form a group', and such is the unity conferred by the extensive, 2m high red brick walls 
enclosing the properties and lining Brent Hill on both sides (see page 2) that this assertion seems 
unarguable. There is, however, rather more difference here than might first appear and the buildings 
can, in fact, be divided into four groups based on age and original function. 
 
i)  Ravenscourt itself, at the top of the hill, dates to the late medieval period (15th-  16th century).11   
Ravenscourt Lodge, The Vicarage, Brent Hill Cottages, 1 & 2 ,and the Barn to the north east of 
Ravenscourt are all part of the same farm buildings complex and it is only in comparatively recent times 
that they have been converted from agricultural buildings. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Fig 1: Ravenscourt, a late medieval timber framed farmhouse. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11  KCC HER  TR 06 SW 1149 
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Fig 2: The geology.  

Geological map for Brent Hill area. Colours as on section.   
Section line marked on map.12 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Excavations for gravel extraction by 
Bretts Aggregates, 2009. 
 
Location shown on map above with ‘X’  
 
1: Alluvium  
2: Head Brickearth  
3: Head Gravels  
4: Sarsens  
5: Interface Head  
Gravels and Thanet Sands 
 
  
 
 

 
12  op cit Geological map 

S 

N 
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ii) The Lawn / Hillside13 and the Hill Works, next down the hill, belong in different ways to the drastic 
changes in the area in the post medieval period. Gunpowder manufacture started up in a small way just 
upstream in the 16th century but really took off in the 17th - 18th centuries.14  The Home Works at 
Faversham were the Royal Gunpowder Works from 1760 to 1825, with Hill Works the late 18th century 
extension (Fig 6a). During this period, two of the main mills lay only metres away from the area under 
study: this is the period in which those impressive red brick walls were built to protect from blasts. The 
enormous explosion of April 178115 must have severely affected Ravenscourt, at that time the only non-
gunpowder works building on Brent Hill. The threat of explosion, however, did not prevent the building of 
the Lawn / Hillside (originally one house) in around 1790 as the Chief Clerks House and a number of 
storehouses, workshops and engineers’ offices in the area now occupied by Westons Works (see Fig 6a 
- 1822). The Lawn remained remarkably unchanged but acquired an extra bit at the side, nowadays 
called Hillside. 
 
iii) Davington House dates from around 1830 when the more explosive activities had moved out to the 
new Marsh Works, over the hill towards Oare. The Hill Works engineers' offices were succeeded by a 
large house (Fig 3) which by the end of the century was a privately owned boarding house of the better 
type, set in extensive wooded grounds. Davington Manor16 was created by conversion of Home Works 
storehouses also around 1830 and used for residential purposes although it reverted to use as a store 
after the arrival of BMM Westons. 

 

 
Fig 3: The only known picture of Davington House, courtesy of Arthur Percival 

 
 
iv) BMM Westons' arrival in Faversham in 194117, having been bombed out in Bermondsey, marks the 
beginning of the modern era. The 1946 aerial photo Fig 6e shows the modest early works, with 
Davington House (Fig 3) still surviving. In 1949, Davington House was swallowed up in the building of 
Weston's fashionable art deco offices, still standing today and encapsulating the walls of Davington 
House. Later expansion of the works (see Fig 6f), which continues in 2012 to offer employment to an 

 
13 KCC HER TR 06 SW 1417  
14 Percival  A  1986  The Faversham Gunpowder Industry  Faversham Papers No 4   Faversham Society. p 3-8  
15op. cit.  Percival  1986  p8  
16 KCC HER TR 06 SW 1202 
17  BMM WESTON leaflet   'Introducing BMM WESTON'  
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intensely loyal work force, cut into the hillside, involving much movement of earth  and terracing, the 
impact of which can be judged by how far up the 17th-18th century walls the modern ground level comes. 
 
Other modern developments involve Davington Manor next to Westons which was used as a store by 
Westons until the 1980s when it was bought and painstakingly restored as the elegant Davington 
Manor.18  At the top of Brent Hill, the outbuildings of Ravenscourt have been steadily converted to 
residential use, with one serving as the Davington Parish Vicarage for the last 30 years.19 The 
conversion of the Ravenscourt barn in 2001-2 was the most ambitious of these projects, producing two 
beautiful residences (see Appendix 3). The Lawn / Hillside are remarkably unchanged, right down to the 
layout of the gardens which is almost identical to that in 1865. 
 
Besides these well documented changes, there are some real historical puzzles. One concerns the 
parish boundaries in relation to Brent Hill. All of the properties lie in the parish of Preston Next 
Faversham, itself a detached portion of the main parish of Preston on the other (southeast) side of 
Faversham. Known as North Preston Without by the 20th century, this detached part of Preston is 
explained as being the lands of Ham (or Hamme) Manor which was the property of Preston Church and 
Priory.20  This still exists as Ham Farm 1.3km to the north east of Ravenscourt. 
 
Yet Ravenscourt lies only 5m from the wall of Davington Priory and the parish church of St Lawrence. 
The Davington / Preston next Faversham boundary runs along Davington Hill separating the Priory and 
Ravenscourt, makes a very odd foray to the North East then follows an earlier road towards Oare. On 
the Fig 4c map, the parish boundary is enhanced in red. Note the curious embayment and check against 
the 1795 map (a). The earlier road is also shown on the 1795 map, the present one dating to the building 
of the '40 Thieves' row of houses. So, there are some real puzzles here. 
 
A second concerns the degree to which the grounds of Brent Hill properties have been scraped for 
brickearth or indeed quarried for gravel. The photographs of interventions in the grounds of Weston 
(Figs 14 & 15) suggest that the brickearth in that area at least is untouched. In 2001-2, however, during 
a watching brief by the CAT while the Ravenscourt barn was being converted into two residences, 
careful observation by professional archaeologists led to the suggestion that this huge barn was taken 
down at some point, the ground scraped for brickearth and the barn re-erected, albeit with the timbers 
out of order.21  There was indeed a brickworks, Courts and Pryors, 1860-1908, just to the north.22  This 
theory will be returned to later in this report. 
 

 
Fig 4a: Ravenscourt (circled) in 1795.23 

 
 

18 Fran and Peter Ward, householders, pers. comm.  
19 Laurence Young, pers. comm.  
20 Hasted  E  1798  The History and Topographical Survey of Kent Vol 6  p 232 (on Preston)  
21 Linklater, A  2002  An archaeological watching brief during ground works prior to the conversion of Ravenscourt Barn 
East, Davington.  CAT: Canterbury  Conclusion 
22 Twist, S   1984  Stock Bricks of Swale  The Sittingbourne Society: Sittingbourne. p14  
23 1795 draft for the first survey of the OS.  
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Fig 4b: (Above) Ravenscourt in 1865, 
close up.24 
  
Fig 4c: (Right) Ravenscourt (circled) in 
1907.25 

 
 
Finally, 30 Romano-British cremation urns and Roman coins of Gratian etc were found somewhere on 
the site of the extensions to the Home Gunpowder works in 177026,  i.e. somewhere in the present day 
BMM Weston Works grounds. 
 
Such a find implies a fairly substantial Romano-British farm or villa not far away, with a connecting road.  
The puzzle here is - where is the villa? We have found evidence for Romano-British activity nearby, 
especially at the lower, northern end of Tanners Street27 and around Dark Hill but no-one has ever 
reported finding that tell-tale, highly distinctive Roman red brick and roofing tile in the Davington area, let 
alone in-situ Roman walls and foundations. 
 
In short, this small area with only ten residences and a factory, on closer examination generates a host 
of questions which relate not only to the immediate area but also to the development of Faversham 
Town itself and its relationship with surrounding manors and industrial developments. This report will 
concentrate on the findings of the 2012 investigations but in the final comments, return will be made to 
some possible ways of addressing these wider issues. 
 
 

 
24 OS 1865 (1904 reprint)  Sheet  XXXIV   Scale 1: 500  
25 OS 1907 Sheet XXXIV Scale 1:2500 
26 KCC  HER TR 06SW 5, also  G. Bedo in The Reliquary 1872-3 p142 
27 op. cit. website  Hunt the Saxons TPs 1, 9, 46,   
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3.  Location of fieldwork 
 
Desktop work had been done beforehand, involving a variety of maps, aerial photographs and 
documents and initial visits to each property. We decided at an early stage to concentrate on the west 
side of Brent Hill only, as the Stonebridge Pond side (now used for allotments but with one surviving 
property) does seem to have been greatly disturbed by the needs of the gunpowder industry.28 
 
All bar one of the householders welcomed us, and we were particularly pleased to be given permission 
by BMM Weston. General decisions on where to work in the limited time available were made largely 
beforehand. The barn conversion was set aside, as a watching brief had been carried out by the CAT 
during conversion (see earlier)29, and the pretty little garden of Ravenscourt Lodge was set aside as 
probably too similar to the Ravenscourt. The work carried out is set out in Table 1 below. 
 

 
Table 1 

 
Pit 
No. 

Address 
(all Brent Hill)  Excavation Size Geo-resistivity 

Done  Grid References 
K87 Ravenscourt  2m x 1m + ext yes TR 01150 61754 
K89 The Vicarage  1.2m x 1m no TR 01181 61734 
K90 The Lawn/ Hillside   1m x 1m yes TR 01244 61722 
K91 Davington Manor  3m x 2m / 1.5m yes TR 01257 61745 
K93 BMM Westons  1m x 1m yes TR 01376 61758 

K93A BMM Westons  1m x 1m yes TR 01389 61736 
 
 

 
Fig 5: Location of the excavations. The red square is for FSARG interventions.  
P stands for previous commercial investigations. 

 
Except for the Vicarage site, the exact location was chosen after a geo-resistivity survey had been 
carried out and the garden examined carefully, with special attention to exposed soil in flowerbeds. With 
Ravenscourt, a site was chosen which showed variation between dry and wet conditions, therefore of 
possible archaeological interest - a similar decision was made for Davington Manor where we were 
looking for possible features to do with the gunpowder works. This latter decision was greatly helped by 
an ingenious overlay of maps by John our technical wizard. 
 

 
28 op. cit Percival  1986 
29 op. cit. Linklater  2002 conclusion  
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For The Lawn, we avoided the exquisite lawn occupying the main garden (though we did geo-resistivity-
survey it) and concentrated on a more hidden away section of the front garden, possibly an ex-garden 
area for the Hillside addition. Within this, the keyhole was dug at the top of the slope rather than amongst 
the trees down by the wall. 
 
The decisions at BMM Westons were more difficult. We had decided beforehand to concentrate on the 
open area at the back of the works complex, assuming that this was the least disturbed. Observation of 
the lie of the land and the degree to which the back wall was covered by later deposits narrowed the 
choice down to the far North West corner, where the 17th - 18th century wall was exposed to its original 
base. This area had formerly been the Directors vegetable garden, we were told, which sounded nicely 
un-traumatic for any deposits. A geo-resistivity survey was then used to pick out spots of interest with 
contrasting wet / dry readings. 
 
Finally, the Vicarage in July 2012 had not been lived in for a while and the small garden was overgrown.  
Therefore, we decided simply to dig in the middle of the lawn and not try to geo resistivity survey. This 
was our first pit of the season and all we really wanted at this stage was to get the hang of the local 
archaeology and natural deposits. As it turned out, K89 exposed a large dump of building materials from 
the conversion of the Vicarage property from outbuilding to residential in the 1980s but that story is for 
Section 5. 
 
The results of the geo-resistivity surveys can be seen in Appendix 4. 
 
 
4.  The procedures 
 
Geo-resistivity surveying was carried out using the FSARG machine, which is carefully maintained and 
checked. A grid with 1 metre squares was laid out and surveyed quickly by a small team. The resulting 
print out was used as described above to decide on pit locations. 
 
For the excavations, the designated area was pegged out using the planning square and the area 
delineated marked with string. The position of the excavation area was recorded by measuring to 
mapped corners of the house - in the case of Westons, to the nearest wall corner. Turf was removed 
carefully, rolled and set aside in plastic bags. Each pit was then hand excavated using single contexts, 
each of which was fully recorded. The keyhole was excavated to varying depths but never more than the 
maximum safety depth of 1.2m. All excavated soil was sieved meticulously, and the spoil heap scanned 
using a metal detector. Finds were set aside for each context and special finds were given three 
dimensional coordinates to pinpoint the exact find spot. Any features revealed were carefully recorded.  
Finally, the spoil was put back in, tamped down, watered and the turf replaced. Because of the 
exceptionally rainy weather this year, a canopy was used to cover each excavation, which meant that no 
time at all was lost. Finds processing, however, was at base rather than in the preferred field location.    

 
Fig 6a: Brent Hill area in 1822 with the Hill Works installed.30 

 
30 map by permission of Arthur Percival 
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Fig 6b: The Lower Brent Hill area in 1865.31 
 
 

 
 

Fig 6c: The Lower Brent Hill area in 1907.32 

 
31 OS 1865 (1904 reprint) Sheet XXXIV Scale 1:500 
 
32 OS 1907 Sheet XXXIV Scale 1:2500 
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Fig 6d: Aerial photograph 1927.33  Brent Hill circled in red. 

 
 

 
Fig 6e: Aerial photograph of Brent Hill in 1946.34 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
33 taken from website Britain from Above, launched by English Heritage in June 2012 
34  1946 Aerial Photograph 1 May 1946 F/20" //541 SQ DN.  KCC photographic archive 
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Fig 6f: Aerial photograph of Brent Hill in 1962.35 

 
 
For an aerial photograph for 2012, see Fig 5. This fascinating sequence of maps and photographs 
shows the evolution of this small area from medieval farmstead to gunpowder industry to 20th century 
engineering and finally to, increasingly, residential. 
 
 
5.  The findings 
 
In this section each excavation will be described in turn, followed by some generalisations for Brent Hill.  
A Harris Matrix for each excavation can be found in Appendix 2. 
 
a) K87: Ravenscourt. 
 
The Ravenscourt pit had been located to try to catch the edge of a hard-standing area shown on the 
large scale 1865 map - see Fig 4c. We were also anxious to find the level of the natural deposits, which, 
we theorised, would be around 0.5m down. In fact, the ginger sandy shingly natural deposit [7 = 10] was 
found at a depth of around 55cm. The deposit was a brickearth-tainted Thanet Sands. 
 

 

Fig 7: Natural deposits [07] at the bottom of the small pit. 

 
35  Aerial Photograph  1962   KCC Photographic Archive 
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Above this was [6], a relatively deep layer of dark, friable soil with a wide range of artefacts, all as small 
fragments. These included clay pipe stems, oyster shell, bone, small red brick and tile fragments. Pottery 
ranged from small sherds of Roman and Medieval to larger quantities of post medieval Red Ware and 
19th century wares. Small amounts of worked flint and heat stressed flint were found, with a thumbnail 
scraper and piercer, probably Mesolithic in date. 
 
Above [6] was a layer [3] which had high building rubble content and was lighter in colour. In one corner 
of the pit, exposed in a small extension, was a rubbish pit [11] crammed with builders’ rubble (red brick, 
peg tile, plaster and mortar), the pit being sealed by a horizontal sheet of metal which seems to be a 
roadwork's STOP sign, style 1970s. This pit lies under [3] and goes down into [6]: the metal sign style 
dates this activity and the spreading of [3] to the 1970s. [6] is seen as the former garden soil, a judgment 
further confirmed by the presence over part of it, between [3] and [6] of a flint layer with sharp edges 
which is interpreted as the hard standing shown on the 1865 map in front of the house. 
 

 

 
 
 
Fig 8: Full extent of K87, with 
the 'STOP' sign at the rear. 
 

 
 
b)  K89: The Vicarage. 
 
The Vicarage being vacant in July 2012, the garden was overgrown and there was no-one around to tell 
us about watch points, so K89 was dug in the middle of the lawn as safest area. 
 
This proved to be a colourful but not very historically informative keyhole. Beneath the topsoil [2] was a 
series of layers of builder's rubble [3] and [4], including plastic sacks and sand as well as material from 
demolition such as red 19th century brick and peg tile. Around 40-50cm down was a thick layer of cinder 
and ash [5] stretching across the whole pit, presumably a former hard standing. The top edge of the ash 
was horizontal but the lower edge dipped westwards. 
 
At around 50cm down, a dark loamy soil layer [7] was reached, rich in small artefactual content such as 
pieces of pottery (very small pieces of early to late medieval along with larger sherds of modern), shell, 
nails, coal, vessel glass and window glass. This seemed to be a former garden soil, but around 29cm 
below this was what appeared to be a flint cobbled surface [8]. 
 
It was a shame from our point of view that so much of this excavation was taken up by a modern building 
dump; presumably dating to the time the Ravenscourt outbuilding was converted to residential use. The 
old garden level and cobbled surface below and the sprinkling of medieval pottery hints at some 
interesting archaeology down below the rubble and plastic sacks. 
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Fig 9: Below, the Vicarage conversion, 
and Right, the layers of builder's rubble 
and the early soil [7]. 

  
 
 
c)  K90: The Lawn / Hillside. 
 
Here was found a simple sequence of layers with indistinct boundaries but with gradations of colour and 
frequency of flint and other inclusions. The lowest layer, [9] at a maximum depth of 80cm, had a lot of 
flint inclusions and looked 'natural' but in fact yielded four Mesolithic flint implements, waste flakes and 
heat stressed flint, although nothing of later date. The layers between [9] and [6] were all rich in flint 
implements and debitage with two cores. Most of the implements can be dated to the Mesolithic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 10: Base of K90. 
 

 
The upper layers were intriguing. Layers [1], [2], [3] and [5] had very few artefactual inclusions whereas 
[6], at a depth of 20-40cm, was a dark brown loamy layer with inclusions of bone, coal and glass.  Most 
interesting was the pottery from [6] which ranged in date from the Early- Middle Iron Age to Medieval, 
with nothing later. Layer [6] looked like a working surface from the medieval - post medieval period, pre- 
gunpowder expansion and the building of the Lawn in around 1790. 
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K90 had the kind of archaeology that is subtle and diffused and difficult to dig intelligently - the FSARG 
team did a particularly good job with this one (see Fig 10). 
 

Fig 11: Mesolithic and 
other flint tools from K90. 

  
 
d)  K91: Davington Manor. 
 
The garden of Davington Manor and indeed the house itself were formerly part of the Home Works, 
during the 19th and early 18th century. Overlay of the maps suggested that the buildings of the Works did 
not occupy the area which is nowadays the lawn. The geo-resistivity survey, however, and parch marks 
on the lawn strongly suggested structures in this area. The initial excavation was 1.5m x 0.5m, designed 
to cross the corner of the possible underground building. When structures were found, the trench was 
extended and ended up 3m x 2m at the South East end, 1.5m at North West end (see Fig 13). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 12: The K91 feature emerging. 
 

 
A structure [4] was quickly uncovered, running east to west across the trench. The areas around the 
feature were excavated carefully and the feature itself sectioned at the west end. Underlying the feature 
was a prehistoric layer [10=15=13= 9] containing flint implements, waste flakes and heat stressed flint 
but no pottery or other later material. The feature itself was set into a layer [5] and [7] rich in a range of 
artefactual material dating from the post medieval and modern periods, but also yielding small sherds of 
medieval pottery and was covered by a layer of topsoil [3] and [2] whose character was like that of [5] 
and [7]. 
 
 



 

 18 

The nature of the feature is uncertain. It is composed of a mixture of brick rubble, tile and flint, is 0.5m 
wide at its highest point and widens out near its base to more than 1m. It seems too substantial for a 
path yet too rubbly for a wall foundation. Maybe this is the remains of a blast protection bank of some 
kind? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 13: The feature in K91 at the end of 
excavation, section removed at nearest end. 

  

 
 
e)  K93: BMM Westons (upslope). 
 
This small 1m x 1m excavation was sited at a point where the geo resistivity survey had shown a white 
splodge, suggesting a feature of some kind. What was found has generated a lot of discussion and 
research. 
 
The lowest level was bright yellow-brown brickearth, thought to be the natural deposit but in fact yielding 
three flint implements, all Mesolithic in date. Above this were two shingly, sandy thin layers [7] and [6], 
both dipping down towards the middle of the pit because of a large rubbish pit cut [5]. 
 
This cut contained a mass of artefactual material, mostly ceramic, glass, tinplated cans and enamelled 
pots. It had been covered over by a thin sandy layer and then topsoil, but the dumped material reached 
almost to the current surface. 
 
The layers [7] and [6] did contain very small amounts of CBM, glass, coal and pottery, although this 
probably filtered in from the dump just above. The dump itself contained over 8kg of ceramics, 4kg of 
tinplate and iron and 6.5kg of glass, astonishing amounts for such a little keyhole excavation. There was 
no bone, negligible shell and no clay pipes. 
 
The dumped material seems to date from the period 1890-1920, with some of it manufacturer marked 
and easily traced and dated. Its condition shows heavy use, with fading of transfer patterns but the 
quality is (by 19th / early 20th century Faversham standards) quite high: there was almost no everyday 
London red ware for example. A full listing of the pottery and glass types is given in Appendix 1. 
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Fig 14: The clearance dump [4] just beginning 
to emerge. 

 

Fig 15: K93 at the end of excavation, showing 
underlying brickearth. 

 
 
 
f)  K93A: BMM Westons (down slope). 
 
Beneath a turf and shallow topsoil [1] and [2] with almost no artefactual inclusions was a series of layers 
[3], [4], [5] and [6]. 
 
The lowest of these [6] was bright yellow-brown brickearth at a depth of on average 30cm from the 
surface but in some spots as close to the surface as 15cm. Although [6] had a few tiny artefactual 
inclusions, including one of coal, these lay in the close-to-surface parts and [6] is reasonably seen as the 
natural, with a narrow transitional layer [5] above. 
 
The two layers [4] and [3] above these were relatively rich in small artefactual material, with a wide range 
of types - bone, shell, iron, coal, vessel and window glass, clay pipe fragments, CBM and mortar. The 
pottery was nearly all post medieval red ware and 19th century Staffordshire wares but in both contexts a 
sherd of medieval 'midden scatter' (much worn small pieces from medieval ploughed fields) was found. 
 
[4] and [3] yielded an unexpectedly large number of finished flint tools, including two arrowheads, two 
piercers, an awl, a borer and a scraper along with waste flakes and heat stressed flints, the commonest 
date being Mesolithic. This is a lot for such a small pit. The frequency of these early finds further 
emphasises how close to the surface are the prehistoric surfaces and the natural deposits in this area. 
 

Fig 16: The brickearth at the base of K93A. 
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 g) Generalisations about the six Brent Hill excavations. 
 
As expected, the archaeology of this area was shallow, especially in the tucked away sites of the BMM 
Westons pits 93 and 93A. By a depth of 0.5m, all pits were at a prehistoric level with flint tools (mostly 
Mesolithic). Above this was a zone of earlier soils (medieval-post medieval) in pits other than the two 
dominated by dumping, with all but K89 yielding medieval midden scatter. These sherds were all local 
Tyler Hill in origin. The upper levels were mainly post medieval and modern, especially the two dump 
pits. 
 
The missing categories were domestic refuse such as bone and shell, and an absence of the kind of 
finds usually designated as Small Finds - buckles, tokens, coins, and ornaments. This area until recently 
has been a working zone, and the archaeology is correspondingly work-a-day with even the dump in K93  
ending up as to do with work (a boarding house) rather than purely personal and domestic (see next 
section). 
 
 
6.  Interpretation 
 
The findings have confirmed the activity of people in the Brent Hill area during the post glacial period, 
most especially the Mesolithic period (10,000 - 4,000 BC). A total of 54 finished flint tools were found, 
most of these small blades or micro scrapers, awls and burins. Eight arrowheads of less certain age 
were found, probably Neolithic. Some of the flint tools were so crude that they are more likely to be later, 
probably late Bronze Age / early Iron Age - some pottery of this date was found in K91 and this was a 
period of much activity in the Davington Cricket Ground area.36  The attraction of this area to prehistoric 
people is understandable - excellent water supply but out of reach of flood, light soils which warmed up 
quickly and were not sticky and muddy, and a good view out across the surrounding countryside for 
spotting migratory animals and birds. 
 
The sparse but definite scatter of medieval pot sherds answers the question about activity in medieval 
times. Downhill from Ravenscourt itself was land which in the medieval period was under the plough at 
least some of the time - unlike the Davington Cricket Ground which from three major trenches has not 
yielded a single sherd of medieval pottery (presumably the Cricket Ground area was under pasture and / 
or orchard). The Brent Hill area does actually have more favoured and easily worked soils that the 
Cricket Ground - brickearth lower down rather than the dry stony gravels of the Cricket Ground. 
 
The Romans proved as elusive as we feared. A few small sherds of possibly Romano-British pottery 
were recovered from K87, K90 and K93A with the largest amount from K93 (a BMM Westons site) but no 
evidence whatsoever of Roman building material was found, in the ground or incorporated in buildings 
and walls. The mystery of the 'Davington Villa' remains unsolved. 
 
The post medieval and modern offered one particularly intriguing line of research, coming from the large 
dump of household material in K93. Initially, impressions were that this was a 'rough stuff'' dump, 'rough 
stuff' being the household rubbish brought down from London by barges in the later 19th / early 20th 
century: the coal fragments were picked out to be ground-up and used to make self-firing Kentish Stock 
bricks. The rest of the rubbish was spread around the countryside as land fill, often dumped on 
beaches.37  Very quickly however, we realised that this was a house clearance dump because a lot of 
the crockery could be re-assembled and came from the same service - i.e. the crockery services etc had 
been dumped as whole sets. The bottles also made a coherent assemblage - there were, for example, 
the pieces of at least 17 small bottles of  "Harlene for the Hair", a well-known hair restorer (see advert at 
the end). 
 
A particularly intriguing angle was that a number of the bottles had American connections - a Vaseline jar 
with a New York place of manufacture, for example, and a Clarnico bottle. Harlene was English-made  
 

 
36 op. cit OA86 in prep 
37 Twist S 1984 Stock Bricks of Swale  Sittingbourne Papers No 2  The Sittingbourne Society.   
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but popular in the USA, Canada and Australia.38  The question became - which household had this 
distinctive and (for Faversham, in our experience) unusually posh collection of materials cleared out and 
dumped? The latest possible item date was around 1930, so it happened later than then. The excavation 
was in the BMM Westons grounds, well away from anything currently residential. The answer, we felt, 
had to be associated with the former Davington House which still exists on site, invisible inside the 
Weston office building. 
 
The 1901 and 1911 censuses gave us an answer.39  Throughout this period, Davington House was a 
boarding house, run by Mary Ann Wildash, widow of Isaac Wildash (died 1898). The boarders were of a 
superior kind (teachers, engineers, scientists) and two servants did the heavy work. 
 

 
 

Fig 17: The house clearance dump from K93, showing the range of different objects. 
 
In 1901 Mary Ann's three daughters lived with her, but by 1911, only the youngest, May, was still there, 
now married. There had been a son, young Isaac, but he disappears by 1911, killed in the Boer war.  
The interesting point about this household is that the second daughter Emma and Isaac, the son, were 
both born in the USA in 1872 and 1873. These Wildashes obviously had a go at emigrating in the 1870s 
but had come back by 1877 when May was born in Preston next Faversham. The old lady carries on at 
Davington House, dying in 1931.40  In 1935 a Mrs E Wildash was listed as living there. In 1941, BMM 
Weston Works arrives, evacuated from London and taking over the whole estate. In 1949, the new 
offices are built. 
 
So now we have a context for the house clearance. Perhaps it happened in the 1920s but I think it likely 
that the crockery, pans and glassware survived, gathering dust in cupboards and cellars right through 
the stage when the old lady was living there - she died at the age of 86. Maybe it wasn't until BMM 
Westons decided to use the building that the cupboards and cellars were cleared out and the material 
dumped in the far corner of the grounds. 
 
It is exceptional for us archaeologists to be able to imagine, say, Mary Ann Wildash pouring the 
breakfast tea for her boarders from the posh teapot we found, or daughters Emma and May desperately 
trying to thicken their hair with Harlene. A further fascinating outcome of the Wildash research for 
FSARG was the discovery of another branch of Wildashes, plainly related because both lots have 
dealings with Ham Farm, farming at Davington Hall Farm in the 19th century and buried in Davington 
churchyard: Davington Hall and Priory were the subject of our archaeological investigations in 2010.  
Davington is a very small world! 
 

 
38 online websites advertising Harlene bottles for sale are more likely to be in those countries than in the UK.  I also personally 
saw the advert in Fig 18 in a Queensland, Australia mining village museum in November 2012.  
39 online census used on www.findmypast.co.uk, a family history website  
40 findmypast death lists  
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Finally, there were those three puzzles. The missing Roman villa has already been discussed, and the 
parish boundary oddities are no closer to being solved, although we do have some theories. The 
suggested Ravenscourt barn history, though, is looking odder and odder. Our excavations nearby do 
indeed agree with the lack of brickearth in the immediate area but this seems to be for natural reasons 
rather than because of scraping. Down the hill in the Weston's grounds, brickearth is deep and 
conspicuous. Yet the findings of Andrew Linklater in 2001-2 are very soundly based.41  Some exploratory 
excavation just over the fence from the barn in the Brents recreation area may be helpful here. 
 
 
7.  Final comments 
 
The decision to report on this as a single investigation has, I think, been justified. Single pit reports can 
seem very isolated and, indeed, are normally grouped together for second-level reporting for the Historic 
Environment Record. Through treating this curious little area as a unity, intriguing similarities and 
differences have been traced, and broader questions identified. 
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Fig 18: Emma and May's beauty treatment?  
Advertisement from 1895 

 
 
 

 
 

41  op. cit. Linklater 2002  
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Appendix 1: The dump material from K93. 
 
1. Metalwork 
 
This was not retained or examined in detail for Health and Safety reasons, but it consisted of tin cans 
including paint tins and enamelled cooking pans. See Fig 17 for a quick impression. 
 
2. Ceramic  
 
30 distinct types of ceramic were identified using fabric and decoration. 
 

 Maker Type Manufacturer Fabric Pattern Sherds Functions 
1 YORK SH & S 

Stoke on Trent  
half-porcelain  transfer. bluish grey on white, garlands 

of leaves and flowers  
47 tureens, lids, 

plates  

2 
ALEXANDRIA 
RN39268  

FW & Co  
F Winkle and Sons, 
Stoke on Trent  

half-porcelain  transfer, blueish green on white, leaf 
garlands 

5 plates  

3   earthenware  transfer, green-blue on cream, oriental 
birds and fans  

22 jug, plates  

4 
  earthenware transfer, grey-blue on cream, garlands of 

leaves   
8 plates, 

scalloped edge 
dish  

5   earthenware transfer, green on cream, geometric plus 
flowers  

8 plates, bowls  

6   earthenware transfer, dark blue flowers, dense pattern 3 plate  

7   earthenware transfer, brown on cream, interlace in 
circle around rim  

3 plate  

8   earthenware transfer, greenish blue, leaves berries 
and bird pattern 

7 plates  

9   earthenware transfer, dark blue on white, flowers and 
leaves  

3 plate  

10   earthenware transfer, blue on white, flowers and 
leaves  

7 plate  

11   earthenware  transfer, classic blue on white willow 
pattern 

2, joining vase or jug  

12   earthenware transfer, blue on white, swans on lake, 
stately home  

2 joining perforated tile  

13   earthenware transfer, blue-grey on cream, dot/bubble 
rim pattern 

  

14  Chinese import porcelain hand painted, white, dark blue, vermilion 
abstract pattern 

4 joining  bowl?  

15  Chinese import porcelain  hand painted, delicate flowers in orange, 
red band around rim   

4 joining  shallow bowl  

16   porcelain hand painted, pink and mauve flowers. 
gilt edges   

63 (small 
sherds)  

tea cups and 
saucers  

17   stoneware salt glazed , glazed, light grey and dark 
grey 

3 ? 

18  London red ware  brown glazed  3 kitchen ware  
19   earthenware transfer,  blue and white willow pattern  4  
20  Fulham?  stoneware salt glazed, brown  1  
21   stoneware salt glazed, pinky-brown  1  
22   stoneware salt glazed, light brown   1  

23   earthenware transfer,  bright pink and mauve flowers 
on white  

4 bowl?  

24   earthenware brown glaze 29th stuck on yellow coat of 
arms and also yellow rim 

1 large tankard  

25   earthenware transfer,  blue and white, sparse willow 
pattern 

1 jug?   

26   earthenware yellow slip, glazed, fluted  3 cooking ware  

27  Lovatt & Lovatt, 
Nottingham  

stoneware salt glazed mid brown 1 complete ink 
pot  

28 
  earthenware  transfer, black on cream, design for 

Burgess Anchovy Paste, late 19th 
century   

1 complete lid  

29  Maling  
Newcastle  

earthenware  white glazed, fluted  1 complete pot  

30   stoneware  salt glazed, beige  1 complete pot  
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Besides these distinctive pieces, there were large quantities of plain white bone china and porcelain and 
also creamwares. These covered a wide range of functions - plates, cups, serving tureens, tea pots, 
cosmetic pots, jars and lids of many different sizes. 
 
 
3. Glassware 
 
Nearly all of the 6.5kg of glass was vessel glass and much of it had impressed brand names and / or 
manufacturers marks. The table below shows the identifiable types. 
 
 Brand / Manufacturer Name Glass Colour No. of Bottles 
1 Rowntrees Elect Cocoa/ Rowntrees Lemonade  pale green 2 
2 No 1125  pale green 1 
3 E Rimmel on base  (perfume)  pale green  1 
4 CLARNICO   ( sweets) clear  1, complete  
5 1538 plus symbol on base   1 
6 wine bottles (based on necks) dark green glass  6 
7 beer bottle  brown  1 
8 'HARLENE' for the HAIR   (includes one with stopper)  blue, clear  17  
9 VASELINE  CHESEBROUGH  NEW YORK  clear  1, complete 
10 Milk of Magnesia - identified from date 'Aug 21st 1906' on one of them   pale blue  4 

 
Several of the unidentifiable bottles were small and look like pharmaceutical bottles of some kind. 
 
Most of the research for this was done using collectors’ sites and ebay on the internet. 
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Appendix 2: 
 

Harris Matrices for the Brent Hill Investigation 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A) K87: Ravenscourt 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B) K89: Vicarage 
 

C) K90: The Lawn 

 
 

 

 

D) K90: Davington Manor 
 

E) K93: Westons 
 

F) K93A: Westons 
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Appendix 3: 
 

Ravenscourt Barn Conversion 
 

These photographs are a selection from a collection taken by Nick Wilkinson in 2001. 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

Above: South end of barn with Vicarage in the background. 
 
 
 

 

Below: West side, The 
Lawn in the background. 
  
Right: Interior.  
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Appendix 4: 
 

Photographs of the commercial investigation on the Sycamore Lodge site, by the main gateway:  
Date uncertain, but around 2000. Weston's offices are in the background. 

 
 
 
Note the highly distinctive, thick layers of brickearth revealed. 
 
 
No evidence whatsoever of Roman structures.                 
 
 
 
 

                 
 


